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; _ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON
; e !
EM { E A RS : e
Meps, Gec aﬁhxc !amos : Qotober 28, 1927.

(Anctlcc & nultrernia)

Q!ntﬁh§13»¥&1117.
\!ha-nn QOreek,
!blla ndily xtn-.

Distriet Forester,
8an‘tranniéoo.'cultt.
Dear Sir:
Your letter of October 20 is received.

The names Thomes (reek snd Swarthout Valley will
be preseated to the Geographic Board for thelir consider-
ation &t the next meeting.

Regarding the change in fho spelling of the mount-
ains from Yolla Bolly to Ycla Bola:

In order to get this matter in ahapt for proper
understanding and bring the record up to date, it seems
desirable %o give the complete history of the upolling of
this name, as far as the records of thc Tmited Statts
Gaographic Board show.

The first oorrespondonoo before the Foard is &
letter signed by "liary C. Gennett, Secretary of the Forest
Service” under date of Jume 15, 1901 In thie letter Miss
Gannett asked for « fecision hy the Board on the spelling
of the words Yelle Ball On December 4, X90%, after
obtaining eonslderabl “*Qrornation from vnriaua authorities,
loeal residents, ete., the Board degided on the spelling of
the words as Yola Bulil. itmong the references Lo the
various spellings of this name the Board hes the following:

thlo Bally: U, 5., Geological Survey, Red Bluff sheet,
1902 atles, 1907, Rand-MoNally atlas, 1907,

Yola Bull: Professor A. L. Kroeber of the University

Copy for information of %2*01 6"”‘-&‘



Attorney of : In hig 1cttar nr‘ rinh naya.

7;a"mu1. ip in common uzo by the Mad River Indians. It

- vumnna ‘hi;h uountains' 23 prqzor tho spellins Yella Bally,”
) yalls Bally: - e, A, B Alien, Weiversity of galie-

' ornia, Berkelsy, editor of the Universiby Press, also wrote

2 1? §?VI! ct the upcllins !nlla Bgllg, agreeing with Mr.
. Fis

en Dooombor 4, 190? ‘the Torest 8&!11@0 was inroruod

‘f7;7 fthat the Board had a&nptca Ybla Buli as tho propor and
ry.juttinial apnlliag. :

' e Profeator Kroeber stated that the word ola means
"snow" and buli “mountain”. He was an anthropologist in

_ the University of California. Concerning this matter
Kroeber writes as follows: O I e

“"The word htll ‘means *mountain' in the Wiatun
_langusge. Yallo y means "snow nountain' ‘The 'o' is
‘open or brosd end prenounoea a8 8 in 'all' See Powers’
Trives of California.” & ;

: i Praratuor Kroaher £068 on to state that he feels the
. Board should stick to Yola Buli as being nesrer the pro-
fnunoiation of the words by The Indians than sny other spelling.

. The next appearance of this name in the recofde of
the Board ie on March 4, X908, when the Board reconsidered
ite decision of 1907 and adqptaa the spelling of the latter
of the two words as Bol%* and added an 1 in the first name,
naklng the revised spelling Yolla Bollz Sl aala :

: . The letter from Dr. Merriam which was batorn g SRR
Board explaing that he had spent considerable iime investi-

gating the various spellings of this name, He furnished the
Board with nine authorities, no two of whom spelled the
first word alixo, but six out of the nine spelled the second

word as Bolly. Dr. Merriam therefore believed that spelling

« . should be adopted by the Board. The Board evidently agreed
‘with him and reversed its previous decision, meking the
_offieial lpallins !blla Bollz '

ks |



!hnrc 1: na z&onrd 1n thc tilta at tho !ushznctan

n f«otfict~or this Service or im the records of thc Geographic

 ‘7 Board of any oomnnnlaatian under case head

- ,E' : ] A'l.. B
Qalifornia, of August 2, 1919, as uantionna{rn tha aoeont
»_: part¢mayh of ynur 1ct$ar of gutobar 20 A ;

5 : am April 21, 1916, there 1: & lctte; trom‘Williaa
o aroolnr, silviculturist in the Washington office, at
that time & member of the Board, with a view to o'tahlilhins

- ! 4ne spelling as Yola Bola. COIanl Greeley quoted a letter
o from doting swynrv1sor Goffman under date of April 7, 1914

~in which Coffmen requested the change in the name, giving a
 number of reasons, mostly the opinion of men who had not
given the matier serioue consideration and nviiontly knew
14tt1é or nothing ¢f the origin of the word.  On May 12,
1914, 8t & meeting of the full Board, attended by Colonmel
Granloy, the Board refused lo chenge i%s previous deeision =
and adhered to the apelling ¥olls Bellz S&Gpi‘ﬁ at tho mootxng
of Mnrah 4, 1908,

b Sl g

oo Under sach uonﬂitiens and aanatdgring tnat this
decision has stood for nearly 14 years and that the present
Torester himself acquiesced In it while & member of the Board .
‘T can not see my way clear to reguest the Board to consider
the matter again with a view to another revision of previous
decidions. I am sure you will appreciate that the spelling
of such words involves more than mersly lecal sentiment.

The Board seldom adopts a name or the spelling of a name
without eareful investigation inte 811 aVnilahla authorities,

' and while gommon use has & great desl to do with 1ts sccept-

ance, nevertheless if the Board were 6 change names or

: srellinga every time local citizens got the ides into their
' heads they should be changed there would be chaos among the
map makers snd geographers. snd an extremely unaqt&ntaotory
situation would ensue. There must be -oue raad«natla
vporanntnoo in nemes of this kind, : o

1 qunstion very. gincerely whether any of the pooplc
who have talked to the Supervisor about this name have goné
into its meaning and consulted with any worthwhile author-
ities. Under such conditions, therefore, the spelling on.
the new map must eomply with the Board's decision of Mersh
4, 1908, whieoh authoriged the spelling of the name as Yolla
Bollz ‘While it will be necessary to go ahead &nd not EoI&y ;
e prlnting of %he maps sny longer, I do no% with to bo TR




_ "'trntrnv in nm the pasition mre outlinml. L ORI
. the opinion of yourself or the Forest Supervisor a decision .
Ny the full Board on this matter should again be sought,

I will be very glad to put 1t up to the Board at its ntxt

nnﬁ.nz and will agree to keep entirely out of the Macuuion Y
% thm aociao it on tho mer!.ta of the oau as they see

‘ Y‘Or-y,_ truly -you;ra, x
WL &, BARMES

b ixm €. BARNES
hsgistant Forester,
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